
 



We warmly welcome everyone  
to Saint Mary’s Church 
in the Parish of Witney. 

We are an inclusive church embracing a hospitable 
Christianity.  Everyone is welcome at this service.  If you 
usually receive communion please join us – or please come 
forward to receive a blessing.   

We are six Church of England churches, some large and 
some small, serving the town of Witney and the villages 
round about. 

We are here to worship God and to help each other to grow 
in faith.  

We are committed to living our lives in the love, joy and hope 
of the risen Christ. 

You can find us in church, in schools, in hospitals, village 
halls, supermarkets, nursing homes, up late with the Street 
Pastors, at the toddler group...  wherever people are. 

  
If you are interested in becoming a part of what is 
happening through the church please speak to one of the 
welcomers afterwards. 
 



The Procession 
 
As the sacristy bell sounds all stand for the first hymn. 
 

At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, 
every tongue confess him King of glory now; 
'tis the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord, 
who from the beginning was the mighty Word. 
 
At his voice creation sprang at once to sight: 
all the angel faces, all the hosts of light, 
thrones and dominations, stars upon their way, 
all the heavenly orders in their great array. 
 
Humbled for a season, to receive a name 
from the lips of sinners, unto whom he came; 
faithfully he bore it spotless to the last, 
brought it back victorious when from death he passed; 
 
Bore it up triumphant, with its human light, 
through all ranks of creatures, to the central height, 
to the throne of Godhead, to the Father's breast, 
filled it with the glory of that perfect rest. 
 
In your hearts enthrone him; there let him subdue 
all that is not holy, all that is not true. 
crown his as your Captain, in temptation’s hour; 
let his will enfold you in its light and power. 
 
Surely, this Lord Jesus shall return again, 
with his Father's glory with his angel train; 
for all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow, 
and our hearts confess him King of glory now. 
 

Words: Caroline M Noel, 1817-1877 
Music: EVELYNS, W.H. Monk, 1823-1889 



The Greeting 
  

       In the name of the Father,  
and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit.  

All Amen. 
   
 

The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
   

The Introduction   
  

In baptism, God calls us to be his friends 
and to make us holy in his Son Jesus Christ. 
On this journey of faith we have no abiding city, 
for we have the promise of the heavenly Jerusalem, 
where the whole creation is brought to a new birth  
in the Holy Spirit. 
 
Here we are united in the company of all the faithful, 
and we look for the coming of the eternal kingdom. 
As children of God, we look through this passing age 
for the signs of the dawn of everlasting glory.  
 
Today, we welcome Finn, Jude and Maeva as they come to 
baptism, as well as their parents and godparents, and all here to 
support them this morning. 

 
 

  



Gloria in Excelsis 
We sing together: 

Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to his people on earth. 
 Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you,  
we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory.   
Lord Jesus Christ,  
only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
 receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
The Collect 

Eternal Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven 
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: 
keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit  
and in the bond of peace, 
and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
All Amen 
 



The Liturgy of the Word 
 

We sit for the First Reading, Revelation 1.4b-8 
  

At the end: 
This is the word of the Lord.  

All    Thanks be to God.  
 

The Gradual 
Remain seated. 

The choir sings this response, we repeat, also between verses: 

 
The Gospel 

 
We stand as the choir sings the Gospel Alleluia, and we repeat: 

 
 

The Lord be with you  
All and also with you.  



Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.   
All Glory to you, O Lord.   

John 18.33-37 
 
At the end  
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

All Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

The Sermon 
 
We sit for the sermon 
 

The Presentation of the Candidates   

The Altar party moves to the Font and the Priest introduces the 
Baptism. The Candidates for Baptism, Finn, Jude and Maeva, are 
introduced. 
    
The Priest addresses the whole congregation   

   
Faith is the gift of God to his people.   
In baptism the Lord is adding to our number   
those whom he is calling.   
People of God, will you welcome these children 
and uphold them in their new lives in Christ?   

All With the help of God, we will.   
  

The Priest addresses the parents and godparents  
  

Parents and godparents,   
the Church receives these children with joy.  
Today we are trusting God for their growth in faith.  
Will you pray for them,  
draw them by your example into the community of faith  
and walk with them in the way of Christ?  
With the help of God, we will.  



In baptism Finn, Jude and Maeva begin their journey in faith.  
You speak for them today.  
Will you care for them,  
and help them to take their place  
within the life and worship of Christ’s Church?  
With the help of God, we will.  

 
 The Decision  

  
In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous 
light.  To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life 
with him.  Therefore I ask:   
   
Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?  
I reject them.  
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?  
I renounce them.  
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and 
neighbour?  
I repent of them.  
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?  
I turn to Christ.  
Do you submit to Christ as Lord?  
I submit to Christ.  
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?  
I come to Christ.  

  
The Signing with the Cross   

   
The sign of the cross is made on the candidates’ foreheads, saying 
each time 
   

Christ claims you for his own.   
Receive the sign of his cross.   
   



Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.   
All: Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ   

against sin, the world and the devil   
and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life.   

   
May almighty God deliver you   
from the powers of darkness,   
restore in you the image of his glory,   
and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ.   

All: Amen.   
The Prayer over the Water   

   
Praise God who made heaven and earth,   

All who keeps the promise for ever.   
   

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
All It is right to give thanks and praise.   
  

Lord of the heavens, 
we bless your name for all your servants 
who have been a sign of your grace through the ages. 
 
You delivered Noah from the waters of destruction; 
you divided the waters of the sea, 
and by the hand of Moses 
you led your people from slavery 
into the Promised Land. 
 
You made a new covenant in the blood of your Son, 
that all who confess his name 
may, by the Holy Spirit, 
enter the covenant of grace, 
receive a pledge of the kingdom of heaven, 
and share in the divine nature. 
 



Fill these waters, we pray, with the power of that same Spirit, 
that all who enter them may be reborn 
and rise from the grave 
to new life in Christ. 
 
As the apostles and prophets, the confessors and martyrs, 
faithfully served you in their generation, 
may we be built into an eternal dwelling for you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 
be honour and glory, now and for ever. 

All Amen.     
 

The Profession of Faith   
   

Let us affirm, together with those who are being baptized, our 
common faith in God:   
   
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,   
source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist?   

All I believe and trust in God the Father.   
   

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,   
who took our human nature, died for us and rose again?   

All I believe and trust in God the Son.   
   

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,   
who gives life to the people of God and makes Christ known in 
the world?   

All I believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit.   
 

This is the faith of the Church.   
All This is our faith.   

We believe and trust in one God,   
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   



May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith,   
that you may be rooted and grounded in love   
and bring forth the fruits of the Holy Spirit.     

All Amen.   
   

The Baptism   
   

Finn Anthony Jack, I baptize you    
in the name of the Father,   
and of the Son,   
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Jude Arthur, I baptize you    
in the name of the Father,   
and of the Son,   
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Maeva Bell Catherine, I baptize you    
in the name of the Father,   
and of the Son,   
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

   
The Oil of Chrism is smeared on each candidate’s head, as a sign of 
the outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit   
   

May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church, 
pour upon you the riches of his grace, that within the company 
of Christ’s pilgrim people you may daily be renewed by his 
anointing Spirit, and come to the inheritance of the saints in 
glory. Amen.   

  
 
 
 
 



Giving of a Candle   
   
A candle for each candidate is lit from the Paschal candle.   
   

God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and has    
given us a place with the saints in light.     
You have received the light of Christ; walk in this light all the    
days of your life.   

All Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father.   
 

The Welcome   
   

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism:  by one Spirit we are 
 all baptized into one body.   

All We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; we are    
children of the same heavenly Father; we welcome you.   

 

The Peace  

To crown all things there must be love, 
to bind all together and complete the whole. 
Let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts. 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All and also with you.  
 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 

The Offertory Hymn 
 
We stand as the Offertory Hymn is sung and the gifts of bread and 
wine are placed upon the Altar.   
 

 



You can give to the work of the Church by signing up to the Parish Giving 
Scheme, or by using these bank details - Witney PCC, Sort Code 20-97-48, 
Account Number 00971626.  
 
There is also a card reader by the North Door,  
 
The bread, wine and money are all gifts from God and our offering of them back to 
God is a sign of the offering of our lives in the Lord’s service.  

 
Thou didst leave Thy throne and Thy kingly crown, 
When Thou camest to earth for me; 
But in Bethlehem's home was there found no room 
For Thy holy nativity. 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee. 
 
Heaven's arches rang when the angels sang, 
Proclaiming Thy royal degree; 
But of lowly birth didst Thou come to earth, 
And in great humility. 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee. 
 
The foxes found rest, and the birds their nest 
In the shade of the forest tree; 
But Thy couch was the sod, O Thou Son of God, 
In the deserts of Galilee. 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee. 
 
Thou camest, O Lord, with the living word 
That should set Thy people free; 
But with mocking scorn, and with crown of thorn, 
They bore Thee to Calvary. 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee. 
 



When the heavens shall ring, and the angels sing, 
At Thy coming to victory, 
Let Thy voice call me home, saying "Yet there is room, 
There is room at My side for thee." 
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee. 
 

Words: Emily Elliott, 1836–1897 
Music: MARGARET, T.R. Matthews, 1826–1910 

 
Preparation of the Table 

 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this bread to set before you, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life. 

All    Blessed be God for ever. 
  

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: 
through your goodness we have this wine to set before you, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become for us the cup of salvation 

All    Blessed be God for ever.  
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 
 The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
For with the oil of gladness 
you have anointed Christ the Lord, your only Son, 
to be our great high priest and king of all creation. 
 
As priest, he offered himself once for all  
upon the altar of the cross 
and redeemed the human race  
by this perfect sacrifice of peace. 
 
As king he claims dominion over all your creatures, 
that he may bring before your infinite majesty 
a kingdom of truth and life, 
a kingdom of holiness and grace, 
a kingdom of justice, love and peace. 
 
And so with angels and archangels 
and all the heavenly host, 
we proclaim your glory 
and join their unending hymn of praise: 
 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes 
In the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  
and according to your holy will,  
 



these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  
  
who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  
  
In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks;  
he gave it to them, saying:  
Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it,  
in remembrance of me.  
  
Great is the mystery of faith  

All Christ has died:  
Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again.  
  
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming in glory,  
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  
we bring before you this bread and this cup  
and we thank you for counting us worthy  
to stand in your presence and serve you.  
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people  
and gather into one in your kingdom  



all who share this one bread and one cup,  
so that we, in the company of Mary the Mother of God,   
and all the saints,  
may praise and glorify you for ever,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord;  
  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  
for ever and ever.  

All Amen.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

With saints and martyrs through the ages,  
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

 
All    Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



The Breaking of the Bread  
  

The Priest breaks the consecrated host  
  
We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  

All Though we are many, we are one body,  
because we all share in one bread. 
 

Agnus Dei 
 
All Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, 
  Grant us peace. 

 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world; 
happy are those who are called to his supper 

All Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word 
 and I shall be healed. 
 
We break the bread for the whole world.  We invite all who seek God 
and are drawn to Christ, and all who walk the way of faith to come 
forward and receive the body and blood of Christ, as directed by the 
Sidesperson.  
 
Or you are warmly invited to come forward for a blessing – please 
carry this booklet and bow your head. Gluten free wafers are available 
on request. 

 
 
 
 
 



The Communion Hymn 
 
Rejoice, the Lord is King! Your Lord and King adore; 
Mortals give thanks and sing, and triumph evermore; 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
Jesus, the Saviour, reigns, the God of truth and love; 
When Jesus purged our stains Christ took the seat above; 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
His kingdom cannot fail, he rules o’er earth and Heav’n, 
The keys of death and hell are to our Jesus giv’n; 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
He sits at God’s right hand till all His foes submit, 
And bow to Christ’s command, and fall beneath his feet: 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
Rejoice in glorious hope! Jesus the Judge shall come, 
And take his servants up to their eternal home. 
We soon shall hear th’archangel’s voice; 
The trump of God shall sound, rejoice! 

Words: Charles Wesley  
Music: GOPSAL, G F Handel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



After a period of silence, we stand with the Priest to pray  
  

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Let us pray 
 
Stir up, O Lord, 
the wills of your faithful people; 
that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, 
may by you be plenteously rewarded; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
 
All Almighty God, 

we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

 
We sit for the notices  
 

The Notices   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Blessing 
Please stand for the Blessing 
 

God the Father, 
who has given to his Son the name above every name, 
strengthen you to proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

God the Son, 
who is our great high priest passed into the heavens, 
plead for you at the right hand of the Father. 

All Amen. 
 

God the Holy Spirit, 
who pours out his abundant gifts upon the Church, 
make you faithful servants of Christ our King. 

All Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All    In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
  



The Recessional Hymn 
Christ is made the sure foundation, 
Christ the head and cornerstone, 
chosen of the Lord, and precious, 
binding all the Church in one; 
holy Zion's help for ever, 
and her confidence alone. 
 
All that dedicated city, 
dearly loved of God on high, 
in exultant jubilation 
pours perpetual melody; 
God the One in Three adoring 
in glad hymns eternally. 
 
To this temple, where we call thee, 
come, O Lord of Hosts, today; 
with thy wonted loving-kindness 
hear thy servants as they pray, 
and thy fullest benediction 
shed within its walls alway. 
 
Here vouchsafe to all thy servants 
what they ask of thee to gain; 
what they gain from thee, for ever 
with the blessèd to retain, 
and hereafter in thy glory 
evermore with thee to reign. 
 
Laud and honour to the Father, 
laud and honour to the Son, 
laud and honour to the Spirit, 
ever Three, and ever One, 
consubstantial, co-eternal, 
while unending ages run.  Amen. 
 

Words: Latin, seventh century Tr J.M. Neal, 1818-1866  
Music: WESTMINSTER ABBEY, Henry Purcell, 1659-1695 



Let us bless the Lord 
All Thanks be to God 
 
 
Everyone is welcome to stay for coffee after the Eucharist. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


